Vol. No. October, 1915. 


BULLETIN 


THE 


Medical Library Association 


QUARTERLY 


| 
7 
7 


UNIFORMITY LIBRARY STATISTICS. 


Report Presented the Medical Library Association, May 10, 1915. 
JAMES BALLARD, Assistant Librarian, 
Boston Medical Library. 


the last meeting the Medical Library Association there was 
appointed the President committee consisting Dr. Garrison, 
Mr. Ballard and Mr. Frankenberger consider the question library 
statistics and their relation the special medical library. 

Your committee has corresponded with number the larger 
medical libraries and have also made point get touch with 
some the large public libraries. ‘The Cgtncil the American 
Library Association adopted Dec. 1914, schedule for reporting 
statistics free public libraries, and now working through 
special committee another schedule applicable libraries other than 
the average free public library. This Special Committee has prepared 
tentative schedule and through the kindness Mr. Andrews the 
John Crerar Library, have received copy this proposed form. 

the opinion your Committee that these schedules are too 
comprehensive for the use the average medical library and have 
prepared modified form which attached this report. 

letter containing the following list questions was sent 
various libraries and wish here thank the librarians for their 
prompt and valuable cooperation. 

(1) what way you obtain, for immediate use otherwise, 
the exact number volumes and pamphlets hand your library? 

The replies this question indicate that the count obtained 
from various sources, including some very unreliable ones. One 
library reports its count ‘‘from the shelf list with estimate 
pamphlets,’’ another counts ‘‘unaccessioned material’’ although 
taking its count from accession book. 

Material uncatalogued unaccessioned should not added 
the count, but, so, should distinctly and clearly noted the 
report uncatalogued unaccessioned material. 

There are two reliable ways making accurate count the 
additions library. 

First from the accession book for volumes and the memo. account 
for pamphlets, and second, from memo. account made when the 
various items are catalogued. 
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the count taken from the accession book must corrected 
the record lost and withdrawn volumes and the inventory, 
which the last word the library count. 


the memo. system used record made each volume 
pamphlet when catalogued. count properly kept available 
for reference short notice. also should corrected the lost 
and withdrawn books and finally the inventory. 


(2) counting the resources your library, where the line 
drawn between volume and pamphlet? 


The greatest divergence opinion exists this most important 
factor the standing library. libraries report everything 
over pages volume; another draws the line pages; another 
states that everything over 100 pages volume, under 100 pages 
sometimes book and sometimes pamphlet; another makes 100 
pages sharp boundary And calls everything below 100 pages, whether 
bound unbound, pamphlet; with others, reports are excepted, 
and all know that great many state, municipal and institution 
reports are far from being pamphlets. Others leave out their unbound 
periodicals even catalogued. 

With such difference enumerating the volumes library 
how can one ever expect arrive the real size worth 
collection? 


should not made the case reports. are 
either volumes pamphlets the case may be. they are valuable 
enough keep they should merit proper classification. 

Complete unbound periodical volumes catalogued accessioned 
should included the count. 


must remembered that with many libraries funds are not 
always available for binding, and may necessary catalogue 
unbound volumes and place them the shelves. unfair 
handicap the smaller libraries declaring that they must not report 
these items volumes until they are bound. 

Incomplete unbound periodical volumes should not included 
the count. 

The rule adopted the American Library Association which 
the British Museum rule, and which being used great many 
public libraries, seems good and fair one. use six 
the libraries making replies our letter. follows: Every- 
thing one hundred pages and over, bound unbound, con- 
sidered volume; everything any size bound volume, 
anything unbound under 100 pages pamphlet. 


(3) you keep separate count files periodicals, bound 
unbound? 

find that periodicals are not accounted for separately, but 
that most libraries keep record the current periodicals. 

the periodical collection such important part medical 
library and such good indication the actual worth library 
would seem advisable keep separate count the bound serial 
and periodical publications, addition the regular record the 
current files. 

(4) Are duplicates accounted for separately, merged the 
general count? 

(5) duplicates reserve collections are kept, are they cata- 
logued and how are they counted? 

distinction must made between second copies kept the 
shelves for use, duplicates and triplicates thrown out for 
disposal, and the duplicates held for reserve collection. 


reference library the demand for certain works such, that 
second copies have kept the shelves for constant use. 
such cases legitimate merge these into the general count. 


The reserve collection held case accident fire much 
enhanced value catalogued. should counted but reported 
separately reserve collection. Duplicates and triplicates should 
not counted reported. 

(6) Does binding enter into the question volume pamphlet? 
other words, you make distinction between bound volumes, 
unbound volumes, bound pamphlets, unbound simply 
give figures for volumes and without reference binding? 


was found that the question binding did not enter any 
great extent into the compilation library statistics. 

(7) you keep records circulation and attendance, and so? 
what extent? 

Most libraries keep records circulation and use, some 
attendance. Attendance records are valuable, inasmuch they show 
the use the library and are useful for comparison. Circulation 
figures can easily obtained but general reading room with open 
shelves the records use can only approximate. 


(8) you bind graduating theses and serial pamphlets and 
count the bound volumes, you count the publications separately? 


find that there equal division opinion relative the 
treatment these serials. Some bind and count volumes, others 
not bind and count separately. 


Serial pamphlets, and theses published with 
numbering such the Paris with separate numbering for each year, 
the Buenos Aires with consecutive numbering, should bound 
and counted volumes. Dissertations, theses and serial pamphlets 
without any particular numbering should counted separately. 


(9) you bind reprints and pamphlets, and so, alphabetically 

find that three the large medical libraries are binding 
reprints and pamphlets into limited subject volumes and counting 
them volumes. 

The one striking fact brought out the various replies the 
lack uniformity dealing with some the most important 
questions relating library resources. 


Your committee wishes make the following recommendations: 


That the appended schedule used all members this 
Association for the reporting their statistics. That each library 
forward the Secretary this Association each year copy its 
annual report containing its statistics compiled according this 
schedule. 

That making the count the volumes and pamphlets 
library, either the accession book memo. system used but 
corrected lost withdrawn books and the inventory. Un- 
catalogued unaccessioned material estimated lots must not 
included. 

That the American Library Association rule volume and 
volume. Everything any size bound volume. Everything 
under 100 pages and unbound, pamphlet. Reports and complete 
unbound periodicals catalogued accessioned should classed 
according the rule. Incomplete unbound periodicals must not 
included. 

Second copies for general use may merged the general 
count the library. Reserve collections must accounted for 
separately. Duplicates must not counted. 


readers should recorded. 


Serial pamphlets and theses with consecutive numbering 
should bound and counted volumes, unnumbered serials should 
counted separately. 

reprints and pamphlets are bound, they should confined 
limited subjects, and the bound volumes counted such. 


GENERAL SCHEDULE STATISTICS FOR MEDICAL LIBRARIES. 
Annual report for the year ended. 
Name Library. 
City town. State. 
Number physicians community. 
Population community. 
Terms use—Free for reference. 
Free limited class. 
Lending limited class. 
Subscription. 
Number days open during the year. 
Number evenings open during the year. 
Hours open each week. 
Total number staff. 
Total valuation library property. 


Number periodical volumes beginning year. 
Number other volumes beginning year. 
Number periodical volumes added during the year. 
Number other volumes added during the year. 
Number periodical volumes lost withdrawn during the year. 


Number other volumes lost withdrawn during the year. 
Total number volumes end year. 
Number pamphlets beginning the year. 
Number pamphlets added during the year. 
Number pamphlets lost withdrawn during the year. 
Total number pamphlets end the year. 
Total number current serials and 
Use. 
Total number volumes lent for home use. 
Number restricted loans (Over night hours. 
Number interlibrary loans. 
Recorded use reading rooms. 
Total attendance readers. 
Evening attendance readers. 
Receipts from Payments for 
Fees members Books 
Trust funds Periodicals 
Gifts Binding 
Other sources Completion files 
Salaries 
Other maintenance 


AND DEFINITIONS. 
Definition volume and pamphlet. 


considered volume; everything any size bound volume. 
Everything unbound under 100 pages pamphlet. 

Incomplete unbound periodical volumes must not counted. 
Second copies for general use may merged the general count. 
Reserve collections must accounted for separately. Duplicates 
must not counted. 


BOOK BINDING 


ELIZABETH GRAY, Superintendent Bindery, 
The Public Library the District Columbia. 


Mr. Spofford for all readers’’ said: con- 
sidered that the purposed object book binding preserve 
shape once attractive and permanent, the best and noblest thoughts 
book binding which renders libraries possible. What the author, the 
printer and binder create, the library takes charge and preserves.’’ 

your Medical Library Association has met Washington 
consider the many phases peculiar your special field library work, 
each delegate bringing from his own experience knowledge enrich 
the more perfect understanding the various topics brought for 
discussion; this gathering devoted the subject book binding 
gives the opportunity for exchange ideas, subject, that 
concerns libraries all sizes and classes. 

interesting trace the earliest attempts preserve the 
written thoughts men through the centuries before the birth 
Christ, when the Assyrians made tablets clay, the sixth century 
when book binding took its place among the arts, observe its de- 
velopment until the 16th and 17th centuries reached its golden age 
and follow its history art our own time; but eminently 
more profitable consider some its problems concerns 
librarians. 

There has been marked improvement American commercial 
binding from artistic standpoint and portion the books that 
are published each year are bound sufficiently well endure the use 
given them the individual purchaser and user. But few are issued 
either here abroad bindings that will long sustain the use giver 
them lending library. 


true that only very small per cent the books issued are 
worthy live forever, but the general production the novel has 
seemed set the standard for other classes work and the same 
policy cutting expense has been applied the portion that deals 
with various forms knowledge that must preserved for many 
years. Libraries, public, university, those devoted some special 
field work well large private collections, become the repository 
books permanent interest and value. 


Some one has said substance, that cheaper forms cylinders 
cheaper makes bricks were doubtless hailed with the acclamation 
that greets the manufacturer new material for publishers’ covers 
cent yard less than the cheapest fabric previously offered, and 
that the fact that these cheap bricks may have long since crumbled 
dust and only the well made tablet survived not example awful 
enough deter the present day publisher from striving after the last 
cent profit gained reducing the cost production. 

The first and fundamental conditions for good forwarding beyond 
the control the binder and consists the proper choice the 
paper upon which the book printed. Repeated tests seem show 
that the strength and desirable qualities paper are influenced 
much the beating, bleaching and other delicate operations through 
which the pulp passes, the materials used. Some believe that 
the repulping paper which goes repeatedly enormous 
degree responsible for the deterioration paper the last twelve 
fifteen years. surface paper has important bearing the 
life book, rough uneven surface gathers dirt more quickly than 
one that well calendared, again, where the surface obtained 
the excessive use clay other minerals the result paper easily 
cracked and one that presents problems its own. 


Until comparatively recently paper was made such consist- 
ency that was little importance which way the grain the paper 
was folded, but the modern machine made paper the fibre drawn 
one direction and consequently stronger one direction than 
the other. consequence, some library binders have advised the 
printing books that the fold the back the sections comes 
against the grain, but our experience gained from the standpoint 
rebinding leads prefer the edition printed with the fibre running 
and down the pages, for while weaker the fold loses less 
tensile strength sewing and far more pliable. falls over more 
readily the hand when reading and consequently there far less 
strain put the back. book where the paper folded against the 


grain, exposed any degree dampness, will frequently cockle 
across the page—even the printing may have this effect. 

There has been increasing tendency print books paper 
disproportionately heavy and thick for the size the volume. This 
another feature that adds the binder’s difficulties. 

The public library handles great many titles that can be. pro- 
cured different editions, and where large percentage them 
have rebound comparatively early their use are, should 
governed their selection measure, the quality paper, 
printing and width margin. 

This brings the point that specifications blindly followed 
are quite likely result harm benefit, for attain any degree 
success binding must adapted the quality the paper 
throughout. workman the best work must have good tools 
and good material. cannot make good books bad paper, but 
can learn its limitations and how make the best it. 

Few general binders are able undertake with any degree 
success the work library binding, for there other class work 
subjected severe strain and such sustained wear and tear. 
The public are measure responsible for the methods employed, for 
they demand the lowest figure rebound work, and every reduction 
made binder accompanied corresponding reduction the 
quality the materials the workmanship. 

Those who have specialized library binding for any length 
time have learned the lesson, that the first cost the labor and ma- 
terials not the place for economy, and that the volume that will 
endure the most use without further attention the most economically 
bound. ‘They have developed improvements sewing, forwarding 
and finishing that are the results years experience and patient 
experiment. 

consider ourselves fortunate have binding plant our 
own. Since the beginning the fiscal year July 1st, 1912 have 
carried the work direct employment, purchasing our manu- 
facturing stock. Until that time the library binding had been done 
under contract. Specifications for the work were issued each year 
and proposals for bids published such cities Baltimore, Philadel- 
phia and New York, well Washington. were fortunate 
securing and retaining the services specialist library binding 
for several years, who conducted the business manner highly 
satisfactory us. The character the binding was much improved 
and considered his experience and constant contact with advance 
binding methods worth the profit realized production. The 


. 


District Commissioners line with their policy for the reduction 
expenses urged the change management and believe the change 
justified from financial standpoint, for although are sometimes 
obliged pay somewhat higher figure for stock the 
comparatively small quantities purchased and because are obliged 
use the supplies District contract, are able show balance 
the right side the ledger. 

employ the present time foreman, three sewers, finisher 
and apprentice binder. Our Congressional binding fund for the 
present year amounts $4500. Our output for the year will amount 
over 9,000 volumes bound. While rebinding represents very 
large per cent. our work, reinforcing magazines for circulation, 
gilding call numbers publishers bindings, repairing come 
for their share attention. 

have mentioned perhaps tiresome statistics because are 
There are many questions that enter into such decision. The size 
the library unsatisfactory guide, for much smaller collection 
more active use would require more attention. certainly not 
practical proposition unless there sufficient work employ 
number skilled people, all the time. binding plant your own 
building has many advantages. time lost packing and ship- 
ment, the books are where they can had any really important 
need arises, and are often bound and returned use few days. 
All parts the work are under your own supervision and experiments 
are always going forward overcome some difficulty that has come 
light the finished work. The greater flexibility all ways 
decided asset. are asked would not practical for library 
without bindery equip itself with tools for finishing that 
would able have regular assistant assigned gild the publishers 
bindings with call numbers instead marking with ink using 
labels. The expense equipment for limited field work 
believe would rather out proportion, and unless the assistant 
had special training and much practice would meet with many dis- 
couragements. Different leathers and cloths require different degrees 
heat, what would burn one surface would not sufficient fix 
the gold another, and the condition the atmosphere from day 
day has taken into consideration. 

overcast sew fully 90% our rebound books. Our method 
the one introduced Mr. Emerson. Although his own 
device has generous allowing continue any pro- 
cesses instituted him. the paper reasonably flexible and the 


margins sufficiently wide the back cut fresh surface, this 
gives the best results. But when the paper too heavy highly 
calendared and not sufficiently good quality for resewing all along 
two on, other methods have resorted such stripping the 
inside each section with jaconet, guarding all plates. Where the 
sections are too thick sewing twine instead tape, that the 
swell the back may reduced, etc. use canton flannel strip 
the back all our books place super. materially 
strengthens the joint the book. 

The binding for public library has little with the beautiful 
binding books, for while believe that the influence neat, 
attractive exterior importance, utility and economy have 
our watchword. The use made book largely determines 
the style binding, and would repeat the idea, that the cheapness 
binding not determined the immediate cost per volume 
but the amount wear will undergo. Full cloth not strong 
enough for books subjected much wear and full leather too ex- 
pensive, one-fourth one-half bound, that leather backs with 
cloth sides leather backs and corners with cloth sides, are the styles 
most used. Cloth has its own place and usefulness, however, for the 
book that receives little use, but one that must retained many 


years, has two decided advantages; the cost binding less and 
unless leather handled deteriorates more appreciably than cloth. 
Often volume soiled that worth only the expense cloth 
binding and will last with hard wear long the printed page. 
The well-known example the One Horse Shay one valuable 
keep mind, 


once and nothing first, 
Just bubbles when they 


Worthless tests are frequently applied both leather, cloth and 
paper, testing them for strains they will never subjected to. ‘The 
good qualities sought for are resistance friction, flexibility, 
folding bending, invulnerability climate and other destructive 
forces. 

The present tendency for hurry and the demands the public 
for wide range colors brilliant tone has influenced the methods 
tanning, bleaching and coloring leathers, that there has been 
great deterioration the qualities the leather produced the 
last London the Society Arts appointed experts 
1900 investigate the premature decay modern leather. ‘This 
committee after extensive experiments issued elaborate report 


1905 containing much valuable information all interested book 


binding. great deal has been said and written about acid free 
leather, but there aré leather dealers who believe used certain 
firms for the exploitation and advertisement their goods, and that 
where the use acids has been abandoned other materials just 
destructive the wearing qualities leather have been substituted. 


Morocco the most beautiful leathers common use, its soft 
long fibres make flexible, tough and durable and when colored red 
with the cochineal insect (which does not seem injure the skin 
the least) proves highly satisfactory.. Its greater expense deters our 
use except for certain reference books and magazines. 


Pigskin perhaps the toughest leathers but loses its best 
qualities when pared and colored. Practically all pig skin imported, 
the best coming from Scotland. Since the outbreak hostilities 
Europe the Government has forbidden all shipments heavy weight 
pig skin suitable for saddles cartridge belts. 


find the cross grained cowhide costing from cents 
cents per foot gives the best results for general leather binding 
for all books active use. The natural moisture the hand keeps 
the leather alive. 

The Niger Morocco seems offer qualities worth investigation, 
but have not tested our bindery. question but 
that the colors used have marked influence the quality leather. 
Red gives the most general satisfaction cowhide, with brown which 
order especially colored for our own use, close second. Green, 
blue, purple and other dark colors undergo severe chemical reaction 
and the leather rarely seems soft and pliable. 


For books and magazines bound part leather the best quality 
waterproof Imperial Morocco cloth used for sides. 
imported fabric and can obtained colors match harmonize 


with the leathers used. 

Because their difficulty obtaining reliable book cloths, the 
U.S. Government sought standardize the buckram used for volumes 
filed for record. ‘The Congress 1908 appointed committee 
investigation. meeting Washington they unanimously 
selected the famous 666 buckram manufactured the Bancroft Co. 
standard. accordance with the specification then prepared 
the Bureau Standards the several firms have placed the 
market buckrams various colors guaranteed free from all analine 
dyes, all materials attractive insects and absolutely sunfast. 


The 666 used very largely for law books place law sheep. 
Where this considered too light show the finishing well, stained 


title panels obviate the necessity using the pasted title leathers, 
which frequently soon curl the edges. 

find more satisfactory use comparatively small number 
colors which know are best book cloth and leather, depending 
the publisher’s binding, afford variety our shelves. 

The question repairs confronts every library. How much 
practical? There are simple repairs that there question about; 
but beyond these there always the danger (unless the work placed 
the hands expert) injuring the volume, that the process 
binding would become more difficult impossible. the volume 
one that you ever expect rebind nothing lost and much 
gained taking good season. 

Difficult and skillful repairing very expensive and with modern 
fiction books moderate cost the delicate operations are not worth 
while. 

Mr. Meyer his Handbook the Libraries the District 
Columbia describing the notable collection the Surgeon-General’s 
Office referred the large proportion pamphlet material cared for. 

have found our present method treating pamphlets 
satisfactory that would like call your attention it. When the 
publication has paper cover, this removed and red rope paper 
cover glued and sewed once twice, the size requires, the 
outside. original cover then pasted outside. 
the pamphlet thus maintained and the added strength and body 
enable take its place the shelf. the publication lacks 
cover the red rope glued and sewed the same manner the 
other and the title, etc., marked plainly the red rope cover. 


NEWS ITEMS. 


Paso County Medical Society Library. The local doctors 
have purchased, for $35,500, site for eight story professional 
building, one whole fioor which left for the library. 


Scientific Information Bureau for has now joined 
France and Germany providing information bureau for all kinds 
scientific data, even including bibliographic references. 
operated connection with the public library Milan, via Ugo 
Foscolo the A., July 10, 1915.) 
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the meeting held Atlantic City, June 1914, paper was 
read Mr. Ballard, the title which was ‘‘Some Problems 
Medical Library Administration,’’ and among the twelve different 
topics discussed was the subject Library 
which was suggested great importance several members, and 
consequence included upon request. After some discussion 
Mr. Ballard’s paper Miss Noyes moved that the Association could 
not come any agreement, that committee three appointed 
take the subject and report the next meeting. Dr. 
Garrison and Mr. Ballard were appointed, and they were select 
third member. ‘They decided upon Mr. Frankenberger. 

the same year, but later date, the council the American 
Library Association adopted schedule for reporting statistics from 
free public libraries, and another committee working the problem 
applies libraries other than the free public ones. the 
meeting held Washington last May, Mr. Ballard read the report 
which printed this number the Bulletin. this report 
call especial attention, the Association adopted the suggestions 
embodied it, and the rules stated are the official standard the 
Association, and ask that all subsequent statistics medical 
libraries made conform it. this means shall find that 
comparison medical libraries may properly made and much 
better idea derived from published statistics than has heretofore been 
the case. This step forward and for which the Association can 
held directly responsible. Let hope that during the subsequent 
years the Association, through the united, coordinated labors its 
members, may add much practical worth this most important 
work:—the preservation the records medicine and the furthering 


their use. 


WANTS. 


Kindly notify the Manager the Exchange, you can supply 
any the following: 


American Association for Study and Prevention Infant Mortality. 1911; 

American Journal Medical Sciences. 25, no. 50, Feb. 1840. 

American Journal Physiology. 1898. 

American Journal Roentgenology. no. 1913. 

Archives Internal Medicine. no. 1908; 11, 1913. 

Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 1839. 

British Medical Journal. July-Dec. 1902. 

Bulletin the Medico-legal Society New York. series, All; series, July 
1879; April 1880-Oct. 1880; Feb. 1881; 3rd series, All; All after 

Cent. fiir Bakteriologie, Parasitenkunde und Infektionskrankheiten. (1. Abt. 
Orig.) 20, no. end volume; 46, no. 

Edinburgh Medical Journal. Jan.-June 1858; July-Dec. 1858. 

Hoppe-Seylets Zeitschrift fiir Physiologische Chemie. 80, no. 

Hutchinson. Biographica Medica. 1799. 

Index Current Medical Literature (A. A.) July-Dec. 1901; Jan.-June 1902; 
Jan.-June 1904; Jan.-June 1910. 

Journal Pathology and Bacteriology. 1-13, inc. 

Proceedings the Pennsylvania State Medical 1848. 

Wyllie, John. Disorders speech. 1895. 


The editors the Bulletin want fill the January issue with 
news, and would like hear from every member. 


